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Environmental and Land Development ADVISORY

OEHHA Announces Public Workshop of Pre-Regulatory Draft 
Regulations to Expand List of  Chemicals and Hazard Traits to Be 
Considered Under DTSC’s Draft Safer Products Regulations
The California Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA) has announced a public 
workshop to be held on August 23, 2010, at the California EPA headquarters in Sacramento.  The 
public workshop will discuss a pre-regulatory draft regulation entitled “Green Chemistry Hazard Traits, 
Endpoints, and Other Relevant Data” for hazard traits and environmental and toxicological endpoints.  

The regulations look to hit on four points:

1.	 identify and define the hazard traits;

2.	  list general categories of endpoints and other relevant data for each toxicological and environmental 
hazard trait;

3.	 provide methods for determining whether a chemical has a toxicological hazard trait; and

4.	 provide methods for determining carcinogenicity, developmental toxicity or reproductive toxicity 
hazard traits of a chemical.

The draft regulations define hazardous traits as properties of chemicals that fall into broad categories 
of toxicity, adverse environmental effects, physical hazards or exposure potential characteristics. 
The regulations break hazardous traits down into the following groups: toxicological (human health) 
hazards, environmental hazards, exposure potential hazards and physical hazards. Each of these 
categories has a number of subcategories.

The regulations subsquently discuss sources and methodologies for identifying toxicological and 
environmental hazard traits, and break down the difference between Class One and Class Two 
hazardous traits. A Class One chemical is defined as “having a specific hazard trait when there 
is a strong body of evidence indicating that the chemical substance has the specific toxicological 
hazard trait. Methods for identifying chemicals as having a Class One hazard trait can be found in 
subsection 4(a)”; a Class Two chemical is defined as “having a hazard trait when there is a lesser 
body of evidence than for a specific Class One identification. Methods for identifying chemicals as 
having a Class Two hazard trait can be found in subsection 4(b).”
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The draft regulations go on to define toxicological endpoints as “those measured or otherwise observed 
adverse effects in biological systems that may indicate the presence of one or more hazard traits.”

The draft regulation is open for public comment until September 13, 2010.  For more information 
on OEHHA’s work on green chemistry visit: http://www.oehha.ca.gov/multimedia/green/index.html. 

These regulations, if approved, would coordinate with current work being done by the California 
Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC), greatly expanding the list of chemicals those 
regulations would govern. In June, DTSC released a draft regulation for safer consumer products, 
which we previously blogged about on Alston & Bird’s Environmental & Land Development blog. 

http://www.oehha.ca.gov/multimedia/green/index.html
http://www.dtsc.ca.gov/
http://www.dtsc.ca.gov/PollutionPrevention/GreenChemistryInitiative/gc_draft_regs.cfm
http://www.alston.com/environmentalandlandblog/blog.aspx?entry=3681
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If you would like to receive future Environmental Advisories electronically, please forward your 
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put “subscribe” in the subject line.
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