








TOP ECHeLON TIMeS
Monday
Founded on March 8, 1857, 
Women’s History Month 
began as a staged protest 
in New York factories over 
working conditions.

Tuesday
Until the early 1960s, 
newspapers published 
separate job listings for men 
and women. Jobs were 
categorized according to 
sex,under “Help Wanted-
Male.” In some cases the 
ads ran identical jobs under 
male and female listings-but 
with separate pay scales.   

Wednesday
Before 1970, women’s 
history was rarely the 
subject of serious study. 
Today almost every college 
offers women’s history 
courses and most major 
graduate programs offer 
doctoral degrees in the field.

Thursday
IIn 1870 Ada H. Kepley, of 
Illinois, graduates from the 
Union College of Law in 
Chicago, becoming the first 
woman laywer.

Friday
History looks different when 
the contributions of women 
are included.”
 -- the National Women’s 
History Project.

Women’s History Month

Friday, March 28, 2008

T     TOP ECHELON Value – New Opportunity  
We are entrepreneurial in spirit.
Continually seek opportunities to grow.  Focus on professional and 
personal development.

Prioritize Today’s Activities
Share information on what’s happening 

today in your department.

As we wrap up our week highlighting 
Women of A&B, today we will turn our 
focus to the new Dallas Office Admin-
istrator, Deborah Carlton, who joined 
the Firm at the beginning of this month.  
Deborah admits she is a 
“Diva” (the Divas are an 
organization for wom-
en in Texas who enjoy 
hunting and shooting), 
but being a Diva is not 
her only claim to fame.  

Deborah was born and 
raised in Dallas, Texas, 
and she began her ca-
reer as a Legal Secre-
tary 25 years ago.  Her 
attorneys asked her to 
move with them to McKenna & Cuneo 
where she progressed from Legal As-
sistant to Office Manager.  Years later 
when McKenna & Cuneo chose to dis-
solve their Dallas presence, Deborah 
went with the same group of Attorneys 
to Jenner & Block to open their Dal-
las office.  After eight years, Jenner 
& Block closed their Dallas office, so 
Deborah moved to Jenner’s New York 
office on a temporary basis.  

“My greatest career challenge and ac-
complishment was running Jenner & 
Block’s New York office on just two 
days’ notice during New York’s coldest 
winter on record.  When I arrived, mo-

rale was low among the 
staff, and we were able 
to turn things around 
and improve morale 
so staff members were 
happy and productive” 
shared Deborah.   Fol-
lowing a 3-month stint 
in New York, Jenner & 
Block offered Deborah 
the New York Office Ad-
ministrator position, but 
Deborah preferred her 
hometown of Dallas, 

and so she moved back to join A&B.  
	
Deborah is a member of the Associa-
tion of Legal Administrators, including 
serving as an ALA board member for 
the past three years.  We are fortunate 
to have Deborah at A&B and we are 
excited about the leadership she will 
provide the Dallas office and the contri-
butions she will make as a member of 
the Senior Executive Staff.

Group Discussion
Share how continually seeking opportunities to grow professionally and 
personally can further your success and the success of the firm.

Quote of the Day

“Never limit yourself 
because of others’ limited 
imagination; never limit 

others because of your own 
limited imagination.” 

Mae Jemison 
Astronaut


