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U.S. State Department Targets Russian, Iranian Firms in Sanctions Move
Against WMD and Missile Proliferation
The U.S. Department of State imposed sanctions on September 2, 2015, against 23 companies around the
world for involvement in the transfer or purchase to or from Iran, North Korea or Syria of goods, services or
technology listed on multilateral export or U.S. national control lists or other items that could make a material
contribution to the development of weapons of mass destruction or missile proliferation. Sanctions have
been enacted against these companies under Section 3 of the Iran, North Korea, and Syria Nonproliferation
Act. The sanctions include broad prohibitions on the export of controlled items to penalized companies and
the denial of access for those companies to U.S. government procurement, assistance or defense articles
or services.
From the State Department notice:
The Act provides for penalties on foreign entities and individuals for the transfer to or acquisition
from Iran since January 1, 1999; the transfer to or acquisition from Syria since January 1, 2005; or the
transfer to or acquisition from North Korea since January 1, 2006, of goods, services, or technology
controlled under multilateral control lists (Missile Technology Control Regime, Australia Group,
Chemical Weapons Convention, Nuclear Suppliers Group, Wassenaar Arrangement) or otherwise
having the potential to make a material contribution to the development of weapons of mass
destruction (WMD) or cruise or ballistic missile systems. The latter category includes (a) items of
the same kind as those on multilateral lists but falling below the control list parameters when it
is determined that such items have the potential of making a material contribution to WMD or
cruise or ballistic missile systems, (b) items on U.S. national control lists for WMD/missile reasons
that are not on multilateral lists, and (c) other items with the potential of making such a material
contribution when added through case-by-case decisions.

Russian Defense Industry a Primary Target
Five Russian defense firms have been subjected to the new sanctions order. These include Rosoboronexport,
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Russian Aircraft Corporation MiG, weapons manufacturer Instrument Design Bureau (KBP) Tula, the missile
fabrication firm NPO Mashinostroyenia (NPOM), and Katod, a defense technology exporter located in
Novosibirsk. Two of the newly listed firms, Instrument Design Bureau and NPOM, had previously been
sanctioned as Specially Designated Nationals (SDNs) by the U.S. Treasury’s Office of Foreign Assets Control.

Iranian Groups Also Sanctioned
The sanctions also target several Iranian entities affiliated with Iran’s nuclear and missile development
programs as well as Iran’s sponsorship of terrorist activities and support for the Syrian regime of Bashar
al-Assad. These include the Iranian Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) Qods Force (Iran), the Rock Chemie
Company of Iran, Hizballah facilitators for logistics (Syria) and Lebanese Hizballah (Syria). The targeting of
Iranian organizations on the cusp of the implementation of the landmark nuclear nonproliferation treaty
appears to reinforce the stated intention of the Obama Administration to maintain certain types of sanctions
on Iran going forward.

Restrictions Associated with the Sanctions
Effective September 2, 2015, the following sanctions are now in effect for all firms listed in the notice. U.S.
exporters should take special note of the new prohibitions on export of controlled items:
• No department or agency of the United States Government may procure or enter into any contract
for the procurement of any goods, technology, or services from these foreign persons, except to the
extent that the Secretary of State otherwise may determine;
• No department or agency of the United States Government may provide any assistance to these foreign
persons, and these persons shall not be eligible to participate in any assistance program of the United
States Government, except to the extent that the Secretary of State otherwise may determine;
• No United States Government sales to these foreign persons of any item on the United States Munitions
List are permitted, and all sales to these persons of any defense articles, defense services, or design
and construction services under the Arms Export Control Act are terminated; and
• No new individual licenses shall be granted for the transfer to these foreign persons of items the
export of which is controlled under the Export Administration Act of 1979 or the Export Administration
Regulations, and any existing such licenses are suspended.
These sanctions apply not only to the listed companies, but also to any successor, sub-unit or subsidiary
of a sanctioned entity. In recent weeks, the U.S. has tightened sanctions on Russia following the apparent
divestment of sanctioned entities by Russian persons attempting to circumvent U.S. export controls. U.S.
manufacturers and exporters should exercise extreme caution and due diligence when dealing with foreign
parties seeking to import items controlled by the U.S. Export Administration Regulations.
The full listing of foreign entities subject to these sanctions may be found at the Federal Register here:
https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2015/09/02/2015-21778/imposition-of-nonproliferation-measuresagainst-foreign-persons-including-a-ban-on-us-government.

			

If you would like to receive future International Trade & Regulatory Group Advisories electronically, please forward your contact
information to trade.advisory@alston.com. Be sure to put “subscribe” in the subject line.
If you have any questions or would like additional information, please contact your Alston & Bird attorney or any of the following:
Thomas E. Crocker
202.239.3318
thomas.crocker@alston.com

Kenneth G. Weigel
202.239.3431
ken.weigel@alston.com

Jon M. Fee
202.239.3387
jon.fee@alston.com

Chunlian Yang
202.239.3490
lian.yang@alston.com

Eric A. Shimp
202.239.3409
eric.shimp@alston.com

James Burnett
202.239.3364
james.burnett@alston.com

Jason M. Waite
202.239.3455
jason.waite@alston.com

WWW.ALSTON.COM
© ALSTON & BIRD LLP 2015

ATLANTA: One Atlantic Center n 1201 West Peachtree Street n Atlanta, Georgia, USA, 30309-3424 n 404.881.7000 n Fax: 404.881.7777
BRUSSELS: Level 20 Bastion Tower n Place du Champ de Mars n B-1050 Brussels, BE n +32 2 550 3700 n Fax: +32 2 550 3719
CHARLOTTE: Bank of America Plaza n 101 South Tryon Street n Suite 4000 n Charlotte, North Carolina, USA, 28280-4000 n 704.444.1000 n Fax: 704.444.1111
DALLAS: 2828 North Harwood Street n 18th Floor n Dallas, Texas, USA, 75201 n 214.922.3400 n Fax: 214.922.3899
LOS ANGELES: 333 South Hope Street n 16th Floor n Los Angeles, California, USA, 90071-3004 n 213.576.1000 n Fax: 213.576.1100
NEW YORK: 90 Park Avenue n 15th Floor n New York, New York, USA, 10016-1387 n 212.210.9400 n Fax: 212.210.9444
RESEARCH TRIANGLE: 4721 Emperor Blvd. n Suite 400 n Durham, North Carolina, USA, 27703-85802 n 919.862.2200 n Fax: 919.862.2260
SILICON VALLEY: 1950 University Avenue n 5th Floor n East Palo Alto, California, USA, 94303-2282 n 650.838.2000 n Fax: 650.838.2001
WASHINGTON, DC: The Atlantic Building n 950 F Street, NW n Washington, DC, USA, 20004-1404 n 202.239.3300 n Fax: 202.239.3333

3

