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Court of Appeal Rules Los Angeles Can Continue to Amend Its General Plan 
for Individual Project Sites

In a case with wide-ranging implications for development in the city of Los Angeles, the Second District Court of Appeal 
recently upheld the city’s general plan amendment for a mixed-use, transit-oriented project in the Westside of Los 
Angeles in the case Westsiders Opposed to Overdevelopment v. City of Los Angeles (Case No. B285458). The court’s decision 
will allow the project known as the Martin Expo Town Center project to move forward at the corner of South Bundy 
Drive and West Olympic Boulevard, only 500 feet from the new Expo/Bundy station on the LA Metro Expo Line. The 
project will include over 500 residential units and office, retail, and restaurant space. The project’s opponents argued 
in part that the Los Angeles city charter did not allow for a general plan amendment for the project on an individual 
project site. The court disagreed in its published decision, holding that the charter contained no such restrictions 
and, consistent with long-standing practice, the city can amend its general plan for an individual site provided the 
site has “significant social, economic or physical identity.” The lawsuit raised arguments similar to those surrounding 
the failed Neighborhood Integrity Initiative (Measure S), and the court’s decision reflects another victory for the city’s 
authority to amend its general plan when the characteristics set forth in the city charter are met. 

Alston & Bird was proud to represent the project’s developer in defending the legal challenge both before the trial 
court and court of appeal. 

Further coverage of the Martin Expo Town Center project and this legal victory can be found here: 

LA City: “Court of Appeal Affirms Trial Court’s Decision on Martin Expo Town Center Project”

The Real Deal: “Judge Rules Martin Expo Project Can Move Forward Once Again”

Urbanize LA: “Appellate Court Clears Path for Martin Expo Town Center Development”

Curbed LA “New Timeline for West LA’s Martin Expo Town Center, Construction Now Set for 2019”

This advisory is published by Alston & Bird LLP to provide a summary of significant developments to our clients and friends. It is intended 
to be informational and does not constitute legal advice regarding any specific situation. This material may also be considered attorney 
advertising under court rules of certain jurisdictions.

https://www.alston.com/en
https://www.alston.com/en/services/practices/regulatory-specialty/environment-land-use--natural-resources/land-use
http://appellatecases.courtinfo.ca.gov/search/case/mainCaseScreen.cfm?dist=2&doc_id=2231818&doc_no=B285458&request_token=NiIwLSIkXkg%2FWyAtSCNdVE1JUDg6USxTKyNOVz9RMCAgCg%3D%3D
https://planning.lacity.org/documents/ExternalAffairs/Updates/MartinExpoTransitCenter_ProjectRuling.pdf
https://therealdeal.com/la/2018/10/08/judge-rules-martin-expo-project-can-move-forward-once-again/
https://urbanize.la/post/appellate-court-clears-path-martin-expo-town-center-development
https://la.curbed.com/2018/10/11/17957590/west-la-martin-expo-town-center-lawsuit-groundbreaking


You can subscribe to future Environment, Land Use & Natural Resources advisories and other Alston & Bird publications by completing 
our publications subscription form.
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