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This advisory is published by Alston & Bird LLP to provide a summary of significant developments to our clients and friends.  It is intended 
to be informational and does not constitute legal advice regarding any specific situation. This material may also be considered attorney 
advertising under court rules of certain jurisdictions.

International Trade & Regulatory ADVISORY n
MARCH 26, 2020 

USTR to Consider Additional Tariff Exclusions Due to COVID-19 Pandemic 

On March 25, 2020, the Office of the United States Trade Representative (USTR) published a notice requesting public 
comments on possible further modifications to remove Section 301 duties imposed on Chinese-origin products to 
address the ongoing coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic. Current additional Section 301 duties on products of China 
range from 7.5% to 25%. The docket for comments will remain open at least until June 25, 2020, and the USTR invites 
interested persons to submit comments as promptly as possible.

Specifically, the USTR invites comments on whether a particular product covered by the Section 301 action is needed 
to respond to the coronavirus pandemic. For instance, the comment may address whether a product is directly used 
to treat COVID-19 or to limit the outbreak or whether the product is used in the production of needed medical-care 
products. Comments may be submitted regarding any product covered by the Section 301 action, regardless of whether 
the product is subject to a pending or denied exclusion request or has never been the subject of an exclusion request.

Alston & Bird has formed a multidisciplinary task force to advise clients on the business and legal implications of 
the coronavirus (COVID-19). You can view all our work on the coronavirus across industries and subscribe to our 
future webinars and advisories.

https://www.alston.com/en/
http://www.alston.com/services/litigation/international-trade/
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/03/25/2020-06285/request-for-comments-on-additional-modifications-to-the-301-action-to-address-covid-19-chinas-acts
https://www.alston.com/en/resources/coronavirus/overview
https://www.alston.com/en/insights/?keyword=Coronavirus&reload=false&scroll=499.7685546875
https://www.alston.com/en/resources/subscriptions-form
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You can subscribe to future International Trade & Regulatory advisories and other Alston & Bird publications by completing our 
publications subscription form.

If you have any questions or would like additional information, please contact your Alston & Bird attorney or any of the following:

ATLANTA: One Atlantic Center n 1201 West Peachtree Street n Atlanta, Georgia, USA, 30309-3424 n 404.881.7000 n Fax: 404.881.7777
BEIJING: Hanwei Plaza West Wing n Suite 21B2 n No. 7 Guanghua Road n Chaoyang District n Beijing, 100004 CN n +86.10.85927500 

BRUSSELS: Level 20 Bastion Tower n Place du Champ de Mars n B-1050 Brussels, BE n +32 2 550 3700 n Fax: +32 2 550 3719
CHARLOTTE: Bank of America Plaza n 101 South Tryon Street n Suite 4000 n Charlotte, North Carolina, USA, 28280-4000 n 704.444.1000 n Fax: 704.444.1111
DALLAS: Chase Tower n 2200 Ross Avenue n Suite 2300 n Dallas, Texas, USA, 75201 n 214.922.3400 n Fax: 214.922.3899
LONDON: 5th Floor n Octagon Point, St. Paul’s n 5 Cheapside n London, EC2V 6AA, UK n +44.0.20.3823.2225
LOS ANGELES: 333 South Hope Street n 16th Floor n Los Angeles, California, USA, 90071-3004 n 213.576.1000 n Fax: 213.576.1100
NEW YORK: 90 Park Avenue n 15th Floor n New York, New York, USA, 10016-1387 n 212.210.9400 n Fax: 212.210.9444
RALEIGH: 555 Fayetteville Street n Suite 600 n Raleigh, North Carolina, USA, 27601-3034 n 919.862.2200 n Fax: 919.862.2260
SAN FRANCISCO: 560 Mission Street n Suite 2100 n San Francisco, California, USA, 94105-0912 n 415.243.1000 n Fax: 415.243.1001
SILICON VALLEY: 950 Page Mill Road n Palo Alto, California, USA 94304-1012 n 650.838.2000 n Fax: 650.838.2001
WASHINGTON, DC: The Atlantic Building n 950 F Street, NW n Washington, DC, USA, 20004-1404 n 202.239.3300 n Fax: 202.239.3333
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