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This alert is published by Alston & Bird LLP to provide a summary of significant developments to our clients and friends.  It is intended 
to be informational and does not constitute legal advice regarding any specific situation. This material may also be considered attorney 
advertising under court rules of certain jurisdictions.
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Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac Sunset the QM Patch 
by Stephen Ornstein

In a development that is likely to confuse the residential mortgage industry, on April 8, 2021, Fannie Mae 
and Freddie Mac announced in separate pronouncements that effective for loans with application dates 
after June 30, 2021 (for Fannie Mae; for Freddie Mac, applications received on or after July 1, 2021), the 
loans must conform with the revised qualified mortgage (QM) loans rules—and cannot be QM Patch 
loans. These pronouncements contradict the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau (CFPB) proposal to 
delay the mandatory effective date of the revised QM rules until October 1, 2022, and in effect, during 
the period between March 1, 2021 and October 1, 2022, give creditors the option of originating QM loans 
either under the legacy QM rules, including the QM Patch, or the revised QM rules.

Background
On December 10, 2020, former CFPB director Kathy Kraninger issued the revised QM rules that replaced 
Appendix Q and strict 43% debt-to-income ratio (DTI) underwriting threshold with a priced-based QM loan 
definition. The revised QM rules also terminated the QM Patch, under which certain loans eligible for purchase 
by Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac do not have to be underwritten to Appendix Q or satisfy the capped 43% 
DTI requirement. The rule was to take effect on March 1, 2021, but compliance would not be mandatory 
until July 1, 2021. Under the rulemaking, the QM Patch would have expired on the earlier of July 1, 2021 or 
the date that government-sponsored enterprises (GSEs) exit conservatorship.

On March 3, 2021, the CFPB issued a notice of proposed rulemaking to delay the mandatory compliance 
date of the revised QM rule from July 1, 2021 to October 1, 2022. Notably, under this proposal, the QM 
Patch would not expire until October 2022. At this juncture, it is anticipated that the CFPB will adopt 
this rulemaking, which will give creditors the option of originating QM rules under either the legacy QM 
rules or the revised QM rules between March 1, 2021 and October 1, 2022. 
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The GSE Pronouncements
In their April 8, 2021 pronouncements, Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac, citing certain obligations mandated 
under their senior preferred stock purchase agreement with the U.S. Department of the Treasury, announced 
that they, in effect, will adhere to the mandatory effective date of the revised QM rules as originally 
promulgated by Kraninger in December 2020.

In particular, in Fannie Mae Lender Letter 2021-09, Fannie Mae indicated it will no longer acquire loans 
that are QM Patch loans that do not meet the revised QM rules. To be eligible for purchase by Fannie Mae,  
QM Patch loans must:

• have application dates on or before June 30, 2021, and

• be purchased as whole loans on or before Aug. 31, 2021, or in MBS pools with an issue date on or 
before Aug. 1, 2021. 

Similarly, in Freddie Mac Bulletin 2021-13, Freddie Mac noted that it will no longer purchase QMs under 
the QM Patch effective for mortgages with “Application Received Dates” on or after July 1, 2021 and all 
mortgages with “Settlement Dates” after August 31, 2021. 

Takeaways
The GSE announcements clash with and contradict the CFPB’s stated goal of giving creditors optionality in 
originating QM loans under either rule until October 1, 2022. While the true motives of the Federal Housing 
Finance Agency, the entity that supervises the GSEs in conservatorship, and the CFPB in their rulemakings 
are beyond the scope of this writing, the GSE pronouncements will only confuse the residential mortgage 
markets, and unless amended to conform with the CFPB proposal, will hasten the termination of the  
QM Patch and usher in the implementation of the far more subjective revised QM rules earlier than expected.

Please contact Stephen Ornstein at stephen.ornstein@alston.com or 202.239.3844 with any questions. 

https://www.alston.com/en/


You can subscribe to future Financial Services & Products advisories and other Alston & Bird publications by completing our 
publications subscription form.

If you have any questions or would like additional information, please contact your Alston & Bird attorney or any member of our 
Financial Services & Products Group.

    3

WWW.ALSTON.COM  

© ALSTON & BIRD LLP 2021

ATLANTA: One Atlantic Center n 1201 West Peachtree Street n Atlanta, Georgia, USA, 30309-3424 n 404.881.7000 n Fax: 404.881.7777
BEIJING: Hanwei Plaza West Wing n Suite 21B2 n No. 7 Guanghua Road n Chaoyang District n Beijing, 100004 CN n +86.10.85927500 

BRUSSELS: Level 20 Bastion Tower n Place du Champ de Mars n B-1050 Brussels, BE n +32 2 550 3700 n Fax: +32 2 550 3719
CHARLOTTE: One South at The Plaza n 101 South Tryon Street n Suite 4000 n Charlotte, North Carolina, USA, 28280-4000 n 704.444.1000 n Fax: 704.444.1111
DALLAS: Chase Tower n 2200 Ross Avenue n Suite 2300 n Dallas, Texas, USA, 75201 n 214.922.3400 n Fax: 214.922.3899
FORT WORTH: 3700 Hulen Street n Building 3 n Suite 150 n Fort Worth, Texas, USA, 76107 n 214.922.3400 n Fax: 214.922.3899 
LONDON: 5th Floor n Octagon Point, St. Paul’s n 5 Cheapside n London, EC2V 6AA, UK n +44.0.20.3823.2225
LOS ANGELES: 333 South Hope Street n 16th Floor n Los Angeles, California, USA, 90071-3004 n 213.576.1000 n Fax: 213.576.1100
NEW YORK: 90 Park Avenue n 15th Floor n New York, New York, USA, 10016-1387 n 212.210.9400 n Fax: 212.210.9444
RALEIGH: 555 Fayetteville Street n Suite 600 n Raleigh, North Carolina, USA, 27601-3034 n 919.862.2200 n Fax: 919.862.2260
SAN FRANCISCO: 560 Mission Street n Suite 2100 n San Francisco, California, USA, 94105-0912 n 415.243.1000 n Fax: 415.243.1001
SILICON VALLEY: 1950 University Avenue n Suite 430 n East Palo Alto, California, USA 94303 n 650.838.2000 n Fax: 650.838.2001
WASHINGTON, DC: The Atlantic Building n 950 F Street, NW n Washington, DC, USA, 20004-1404 n 202.239.3300 n Fax: 202.239.3333

Nanci Weissgold
202.239.3189
nanci.weissgold@alston.com 

Stephen Ornstein
202.239.3844
stephen.ornstein@alston.com

Brian Johnson 
202.239.3271
brian.johnson@alston.com

John C. Redding 
213.576.1133
john.redding@alston.com

Morey Barnes Yost
202.239.3674
morey.barnesyost@alston.com

Ross Speier
404.881.7432
ross.speier@alston.com

Rinaldo Martinez
202.239.3205
rinaldo.martinez@alston.com

Lisa Lanham
212.210.9527
lisa.lanham@alston.com

Anoush Garakani
202.239.3091
anoush.garakani@alston.com

William Carpenter
202.239.3275
william.carpenter@alston.com

Melissa Sanchez Malpass
202.239.3731
melissa.malpass@alston.com

https://www.alston.com/en/resources/subscriptions-form
https://www.alston.com/en/services/industries/finance-financial-services/financial-services--products
https://www.alston.com/en/
https://www.alston.com/en/
https://www.alston.com/en/professionals/w/weissgold-nanci-l
mailto:nanci.weissgold@alston.com
https://www.alston.com/en/professionals/o/ornstein-stephen
mailto:stephen.ornstein@alston.com
https://www.alston.com/en/professionals/j/johnson-brian
https://www.alston.com/en/professionals/r/redding-john
mailto:john.redding@alston.com
https://www.alston.com/en/professionals/y/yost-morey-barnes
mailto:morey.barnesyost@alston.com
https://www.alston.com/en/professionals/m/martinez-rinaldo
mailto:rinaldo.martinez@alston.com
https://www.alston.com/en/professionals/l/lanham-lisa
https://www.alston.com/en/professionals/g/garakani-anoush
https://www.alston.com/en/professionals/c/carpenter-william
https://www.alston.com/en/professionals/m/malpass-melissa

