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Selling Battery Chargers in California?:  What You Need to Know about Becoming 
Compliant with New Energy Efficiency Rules
California has acted decisively again as the global regulator of consumer products. On January 13, 
2012, the California Energy Commission unanimously approved new energy efficiency standards 
for all battery chargers sold in the state. This is merely the latest in a series of actions by the state 
to regulate the design of consumer products (see, e.g., anti-slavery, green chemistry and the latest 
efforts by the Energy Commission to regulate the design of energy efficiency standards, such as the 
first-in-the-nation energy standards on appliances and consumer products, including the 2009 rules 
for flat-screen TVs). 

Who Needs to Pay Attention?  

Makers of cell phones, laptops, power tools, electric razors, commercial bar code scanners, golf carts, 
forklifts and other electrical devices will need to comply.  (See 22 CCR § 1601.)  Manufacturers around 
the world who sell their goods in California will need to ensure that their battery charger systems meet 
California’s new energy efficiency standards commencing in February 2013.  In addition, compliance 
with the new standard must be appropriately certified and products sold after the compliance date 
must bear a label indicating compliance.

When Is Compliance with New Efficiency Standards Required?

Battery chargers used in consumer products—such as cell phones, personal care devices and power 
tools—built after February 2013 will have to meet the new standards. Battery chargers used for 
industrial uses or heavy equipment such as forklifts go into effect in January 2014.  Compliance for 
small commercial chargers (e.g., walkie-talkies for emergency personnel, portable barcode scanners) 
is required by January 1, 2017. Special rules apply to certain categories of products, such as inductive 
charger systems and lighting controls.

Which Consumer Goods Are Exempted?

Chargers built and sold before February 2013 are not affected.   

In addition, FDA-approved Class II and Class III medical devices or life-sustaining medical equipment 
are exempted by this proposed standard. Also exempted are electric vehicles, illuminated exit signs, 
stationary power applications with three phase line-line input voltage of 300 or greater, battery 
analyzers, and voltage/voltage and frequency independent uninterruptable power supplies.
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What Are the New Energy Efficiency Standards?

Battery charger systems are composed of three things:  a power supply, internal charging circuitry 
and the battery. The standards covers all common battery chemistry, including nickel cadmium, nickel 
metal hydride, lithium ion and lead cells.  Battery charger systems use energy in three modes:  (1) 
energy used to actually charge batteries (charge mode); (2) energy consumed by the battery charger 
when the battery has been removed or disconnected (no-battery mode); and (3) energy consumed 
after the battery has been fully charged (battery-maintenance mode).  The proposed standards will 
eliminate wasted energy by setting a limit on the total electricity consumed by a battery charger in all 
three modes.  Standards and test methods for large and small battery charger systems are detailed 
in the regulations. Manufacturers will be required to certify each model to the Energy Commission 
and submit test results necessary to confirm compliance.

What Are the Labeling Requirements?

Battery charger systems will be required to have a circle BC marking on the product that contains the 
battery charging terminals. For products with small nameplates, the circle BC marking can appear 
on retail packaging and instructions.



If you would like to receive future Environmental or Products Liability Advisories electronically, please forward 
your contact information, including e-mail address, to EnvironmentalAdvisory@alston.com or 
ProductsLiabilityAdvisory@alston.com. Be sure to put “subscribe” in the subject line. 

For more information about these new energy efficiency standards, call Maureen Gorsen in our 
Sacramento office at 916.498.3305, or any of the lawyers listed below.
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